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of farming that has been recognised by
more informed farmers for years now.

‘A winning product that
combats internal parasiies,
enthances netural growith and
improves feed conversion.”

“We are sitting with products that are

not working well now and will not work
well for internal parasites in the future,

so farmers need to make a mind-shift to
alternative control measures,” explains isak.

Farmer interest fuels DE's success

"Based on the research we've done, we

can now produce a pure DE product calied

Diatoms Concentrate, to cure mineral

deficiencies, assist in internal parasite control

and support better growth,” says lsak.
The Maritzes' DOAR Diatorns Concentrate

and DOAH Diatoms Game Block are

now viable products. When added to

Cattle dusting in Diatoms Rolling Material that effectively
combats external parasites. Animals quickly learn that it will bring
relief from fleas and ticks, and will habitually roll in it

animal feed, they prove diatoms combat
internat parasites. This success seems to
be linked to DE's effect on the pH level

in the digestive system, creating an
unsuitable environment for parasites.

DE alsc prevents parasites from obtaining
nutrients from the host, explains lsak.

In terms of feed conversion, he
adds, it prevents feed particles from
clumping together. This means that
the animal’s digestive juices come
in direct contact with more feed for
more efficient digestive absorption.

DE is an amorphous silica, so it also
acts as a buffer that improves enzyme
systems and leads to better growth and
a more efficient metabolism in animals.
Despite minimal adveriising, Isak says
DE product sates, particularly of Diatoms
Concentrate, grew 200% over the past
few years with well over 1 000 clients,

validating the multimitlion rand processing
facility on the Maritz farm Rossville near
Olifantshoek. A success based on farmers’
increasing demand for DE products.
“Feedback from farmers around the
country was exciting for me as it showed
that we now had a winning product that
no one could match -~ a powder you mix
into animal'’s feed to combat internal
parasites, enhance natural growth and
improve fead conversion,” he says.

Trials prove DE's worth
DE is an effective natural alternative to
targeting internal parasites and boosting
feed conversion while promoting
growth in livestock and game.

It can also ensure better results
than certain recognised chemical-
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Biztoms Game Blook is essentially
sencantrate in a solid forms, which
bean weated with 58t to improve
efficient intake by anbma!

<t——0 hased procedures, as

proved in many trials, the four listed
below being highiights for lsak:

1. Pathological examinations at Kuruman
Abattoir showed 'approval ratesof up to
809% of livers from sheep that had been
treated with diatoms, 3 huge jump from
the normal approval rate of around 30%.

2. Afeedlot trial in the Western Cape that
compared three groups of Merine lambs
in terms of growth, feed conversion and
parasite toads, proved the value of diatoms.
At the start ali three groups had egg
counts of 1 100/g for roundworms and
1000/g for threadworm, For Coccidia, a
count of 45 900 cocysts/g was reportad.

Group one was treated with a chemical
growth stimulant and a broad-spectrum
antiparasitic anthelmintic. Group two
had a 1% inclusion of DE concentrate
in the feed while group three had a 2%
inclusion of DE concentrate in their feed.

All three groups had an adaption
period of 12 days before the trial officially
started. After 31 days, the roundworm
egg count was 600 in the 1% DE group,
700 in the 2% DE group and 900 in the
chemical/growth stimuiant group.

The threadworm egg count was 500 in
the 1% DE group, 700 in the 2% DE group
and 900 in the chemical/growth stimulant
group. Lastly the oocysts per gram count
for Coccidia was zero in all three groups.

In terms of feed conversion, the 2% DE
group had an improvement of around
9%, compared with the chemical/growth
stimulant group, white the average daiiy
weight gain per lamb over a 35-day period
was 0,27kg for the 1% DE group, 0,30kg
for the 2% DF group, and 0,35kg for the

chemical/growth stimulant group.
Asecond trial, repeated a few weeks later
on the same premises, yielded similar
results, as did a third trial conducted at a
different focality in the Northern Cape.

3. Dairy farmers can lower somatic cell
counts by including DE in thelr feed rations.
The latest confirmation of this is 5 dairy
in the North West Province that includes
diatoms in one of their dairy herd groups
and has obtained a statistical significant
reduction in somatic cell counts,

4. Dr Gert Coetzee, a well-know
veterinarian in Klerksdorp, did 2 study

on the growth of harns in game.

He found that the group of game
with diatoms in its feed ration had
greater horn growth than the group
without diatoms in its feed.

Based on this outcome, he has
registered a commercially available
game cube that includes DF,

» Contact fsak Maritz on 083 312 7485
orvisitwww.diagtoms.co.za.  |[fw
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